Sandy Ramos Is Nifty at Fift

AREA - "Batlered-
women!", a subject once
refegated 10 the closet, has
today become a houschold
word,

Sandy Ramos, the woman
who opened the first shebier
for battered women 21 years
ago in her Hackensack
home, which she algo shared
with her 3 children, will be
celebrating her S0th birthday
on Friday, October 4. This
gala birthday party event
will include taping for a
new film abow battered
women (participation op-
tional) entitled "Clean
Socks for the Revolution”
which is also the name of
Sandy's forthcoming book,
The film and book will de-
scribe (ke often lonely road
Sandy walked when she Frst
announced to the world that
there were in fact battered
woren Hving in white mid-
die class America.

Sandy has just opened
5,005, Passaic, a new shel-
ter in Passaic County in a
charming 1890 farmhouse
on several acres. Four years
ago she intended 1o retire
and deveie her full time to
complelng her bock, hik-
ing, and swimming at her
sammer retreat in Ring-
wood, but found there was a
wemendous necd for a safe
shelter house, advecacy pro-
grams, and supportive ser-
vices in Upper Passaic

Cotiny.

"This journey must be
documented," said Ann
Benedetto, the shelter's
Board Chairperson, also an
Interfaith Minister and
teacher who is coordinating
te shelter's new day care
program, "Theré is much 1o
be done in breaking the pat-
terns which perpetuate vio-
lence and battering, the
most debilitating of all in
Jjustices against women,”

"The growth and devel-
opment of the battered
women's movement in the
last 20 years is 2 sign of
where we are going in the
futre," says Sandy, *1 feel
it is most imporiani to doc-
ument the true story, not
from the bureaucratic
"experis" viewpoint, but
from the real expens, the

women who - ave been vic-
tims of not only batiering
by their parters bat who
have also been pattered”
and victimized I the sys-
tems and shelters ~stablished
supposedly to help them,
The story must se wld so
that we can recumn o the
gras3-roois erapowering
model which was originally
intended."

Sandy is searching for
"alumni", the women and
chiidren who have been
helped at 896 the shelters
she has operaied in Bergen
and Passaic Counties since
1970, to participate in this
"herstorical’’ event.
"Alumni" can contact Sandy
at 201-831-0898, 728-0287,
or 342-1185 for details on
how they can panicipate.
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